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famous document declaring Albuquerque without either
character or brains, they had some very anxious moments.
Happily for them, Albuquerque was never vindictive in
cold blood. He told them not to be alarmed. He quite
understood that it might have been difficult for them to
take another stand. If they were ready faithfully to serve
the King under his orders, he swore that he was ready to
forget the past. The time-servers hastily expressed complete
submission. Joao da Nova and Jorge Barreto had, they said,
misguided them before.

The intrigues of Cochin for the moment settled, the
Marshal explained to all what he had come to do.

Beside the beach at Calicut the Samorin possessed a
beautiful " cerame ". This seems to have been a combined
fortress and pleasaunce. Elaborate carvings adorned it inside
and out. The doors were embellished with plates of wrought
silver and gold depicting animals and birds. The Samorin
repaired to the " cerame " when he wished to be refreshed
by the sea breezes, and there two hundred warriors were kept
on guard both day and night.

The Marshal had promised D. Manuel that he would sail
to Calicut, destroy the town, burn down the <f cerame"
and carry off the lovely doors to Lisbon. D. Manuel had been
delighted with the scheme. He gave the Marshal full powers
to carry it out quite independent of the Governor of India.
The latter was enjoined to help, but must not interfere.

Afonso de Albuquerque groaned in spirit. A joint com-
mand! That usually meant standing by while other people
blundered. Besides, this did not seem to him a useful enter-
prise. He happened to know that the Samorin was desirous
to make peace, and wherever Portuguese supremacy could
be established without war he thought it preferable to do
so. Calicut at peace meant Cochin quiet, and Cochin un-
disturbed meant an uninterrupted flow of pepper to send
home. Portugal counted on the revenue derived from pepper
to meet the great expenses of the Indian fleets. Albuquerque
figures in history as the conqueror by profession, but he was